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Papal Encyclical Appeals for Help to Underdeveloped Nations 


(Vatican City) - Pope John XXIII has declared that "the biggest problem of 
modern times" is to help underdeveloped nations rise from their "permanent 
state of poverty, misery and hunger", while still respecting their politi- 
cal and national rights. 


In a far-reaching 25,000-word encyclical examining the social and 
economic problems of the age, the Pope noted that "the solidarity which 
binds all men and makes them members of the same family" impcses upon 
nations which enjoy abundance cf material goods the responsibility to aid 
those countries whose citizens "lack even the elementary rights of the 
human person", 


But, he warned, the economically developed political communities have 
to struggle against the temptation to profit from their technical and 
financial cooperation so as to influence the political situation. of the 
less developed countries with a view to bringing about plans of world 
domination. 


"Tf this takes place", he continued, "it must be explicitly declared 
that it would be a new form of colonialism, which, however cleverly dis- 
guised, would not for all that be less blameworthy than that from which 
many peoples have recently escaped..." 
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The encyclical - to be known as "Mater et Magistra" (Mother and 
Teacher) ~ was dated May 15, 1961, the 70th anniversary of the encyclical 
"Rerum Novarum" (Of New Things), which was issued by Pope Leo XIII in 1891 
to examine the condition of the working classes. 


The Pope's discussion of aid to underdeveloped countries is similar 
in spirit to the findings of a consultation on European responsibility to 
Asia and Africa, which was held in Denmark, in 1958, under the auspicecs of 
the World Council of Churches. At that time, the consultants urged sensi- 
tivity to the claims of the emerging nations, and recommended that economic 
aid should generally be on an international and multilateral basis. 


The new encyclical - the longest in Roman Catholic history - condemned 
communism because "experience has shown that where the personal initiative 
of citizens is missing, there is political tyranny". However, it urged 
the acceptance of socialization and welfare state programmes provided that 
"negative aspects" are removed. 


The Pope further affirmed the right of workers to a "just and equit- 
able wage" which would permit them to support their families in dignity 
and to save. He also encouraged industry to allow workers to have a 
greater voice at all levels of their operations. 


Expressing great concern over the flight from the rural areas, the 
Pope called for the development of harmonious economic systems that ensure 
agricultural communities are not left behind those of urban areas, He 
also supported price protection for agricultural products, and the estab-~ 
lishment of farm cooperatives which could also take part in political 
movements. 


In other matters, the Pope opposed birth control and contended that 
the theory that world population is growing too fast in comparison with 
the increase of food production is false. 


He further called for renewed scientific and technical endeavours to ' 
extend man's dominion over nature, but he deplored the use of science and 
technology to provide "terrible instruments of ruin and death". 


In the United States, immediate reaction on the part of Protestants 
was generally favourable to the message of the encyclical, although they 
took exception to the Pope's position on birth control. 


The Rev. Truman B. Douglass, executive vice-president of the Board of 
Home Missions of the Congregational Christian Churches, remarked, "It is 
regrettable that Pope John should so courageously have demanded all-out 
aid for underdeveloped nations, then denied them succour for one of their 
most acute problems, population control". 


Dr. Douglass and the Rt. Rev. James A, Pike, Protestant Episcopal 
Bishop of California, both indicated that thoughtful Protestants can 
readily approve other sections of the document, 


"Tt is interesting to speculate how the encyclical would have been 
received by members of the House Committee on Un-American Activities and 
the John Birch Society if it had been issued by the National Council of 
Churches (USA)", Dr. Douglass remarked. 


"Fortunately", he added, "His Holiness is not likely to be accused 
of being a fellow-traveller". EPS, Geneva 
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US Methodist Students Issue Statement 


(Nashville, Tenn.) - The National Conference of the Methodist Student 
Movement (USA) has called for the termination of the House Un-American 
Activities Committee, urged the United States to "cease unilaterally 
blocking the admission" of the People's Republic of China into the United 
Nations, cnd oppossd federsl aid to parochial schools. 


The conference also went on record in favour of universal disarmament, 
and registered strong opposition to racial discrimination. It declared: 
"All persons in the church (should be urged) to speak out and to lend their 
fullest support to all movements toward integration within the structures 
peeincschurcheat all) levels and in all related institutions™. 


The conference, the policy-making body of the Methodist Student Move- 
ment, was attended by about 80 top students and adult MSM leaders. The 
MSM includes Wesley Foundations and similar Methodist student centres at 
most of the nation's state and independent schools and other MSM groups at 
Methodist colleges and universities. 


Practices of the House Un-American Activities Committee "are not in 
keeping with a democratic ideal which promises to protect the rights and 
liberties of the individual", the conference said. "The approach of any 
investigating committee which incriminates and tends to establish the guilt 
of a suspect in the public eye without trial is in violation of our system 
of justice in which innocence is assumed until guilt is. proven." 


In reference to the admission of China into the UN, the student 
conference said that the US should allow discussion of the question to 
take place in the UN General Assembly. "We recognize the UN as the rep- 
resentative body of the nations of the world and the need for including 
in this body all nations in its work toward peace", it declared. Ln a 
frent of this realization a critical re-examination of the policy of dipie- 
matic recognition on the part of the US, in reference particularly to 
Communist China, is imperative. The membership of Communist China in the 
UN would open the way for communication". 


Though the conference opposed federal aid to parochial schools, it 
favoured it for "public primary and se@ondary school systems". "Tn the 
realm of higher education", the group added, "the case is slightly differ- 
ent. We believe that support in the form of loans for building and grants 
for research is justifiable so long as the standards of the institutions 
meet the requirement of the various accrediting agencies and are open to 
public attendance." EPS, Geneva 


Norway Considering Peace Corps 


(Oslo) - The Norwegian Government is giving serious consideration to a 
proposal by a special private committee for the establishment of a peace 
corps as soon as possible, along the lines of the US programme. 


This, it is suggested, would be part of an expanded, technical assist- 
ance programme recommended earlier by a special commission headed by Hans 
Enger, formerly Norway's Permanent Delegate to the United Nations and 
currently Under-Secretary of Foreign Affairs. 


While the corps would work closely with Norwegian technical assist- 
ance projects, the committee suggested the UN should create a special 
peace corps to coordinate all the work in this field #o as to remove any 
suggestion of national bias. EPS, Geneva 
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United Church of Christ Approves Unity Invitation 


(Philadelphia) ~ The General Synod of the United Church of Christ has 
agreed to accept an invitation to enter into unity discussions with the 
Protestant Episcopal, Methodist and United Presbyterian churches in the 
United States. 


The recent United Presbyterian General Assembly asked the Episcopal- 
jans to join it in inviting the other two bodies to negotiate a plan of 
union. The four-way merger profnsal was originally made by Dr. Eugene 
Carson Blake, stated clerk of the United Presbyterian Church. 


While the Protestant Episcopal Church cannot act on the Presbyterian 
proposal until its meeting in Detroit next all, the United Church synod 
approved a resolution to respond affirmatively "if and when" the invitation 
is received. 


dm the meantime, the Council om Christian Unity of the Christian 
Churches (Disciples of Christ) has expressed satisfaction over a move that 
will enable the United Church to enter into discussions looking toward 
possible union vith the Disciples. 


William Jackson Jarman, president of the Disciples! Council on 
Christian Unity, said a representative committee stands ready to begin 
merger discussions in September, He made the statement after the United 
Church synod directed its Commission on Christian Unity and Ecumenical 
study to begin conversations with the Christian Churches "at the earliest 
mutually convenient time". EPS, Geneva 


YMCA "Parliament" Told Youth Affected by World Changes 


(Geneva) - The effect of social changes in the present period of "world 
revolution and global convulsion" is most clearly evident among young 
people, a "parliament" representing 5,000,000 youth in 80 countries was 
told at its opening session here. 


This appraisal was made by C.I. Itty, associatesecretary of the Youth 
Mepartvment of the World Council of Churches, to the 200 delegates treme@ 
countries attending the World Council of the YMCA at the Palais Wilson. 


In Asia, Africa and Latin America, wouth stood between two worlds, 
the result often being confusion, frustration and lack of direction, Mr. 
Ltty said, Already half the population of these continents was under 19 
years of age, and rapidly increasing population meant that these continents 
were 'fast emerging as a world cf youth". 


Therefore, a drastic appraisal of the entire programme and structure 
Of the YMCA is needed in these areas, Mr. Itty told the delegates, whe 
will be discussing the direction in which the organization should move 
during the next four-year period. 


Pointing out that in Europe and North America the vast social changes 
could most clearly be seen in the life and thinking of the younger gener- 


ation, he remarked: "The youth of today live in a completely new world of 
ideas, values and style of life. They are people who are concerned about 
the immediate and the concrete; they have little interest in distant goals 


and abstract ideas and ideologies," 
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Modern man was hardly interested in traditional theological questions, 
He was asking "What is man?" rather than "Who is God?". The YMCA, said 
Mr. Itty, should address the Gospel relevantly and meaningfully to these 
apparently secular questions of modern man. 


"We need to understand the event in Christ as a secular event. What 
is needed is to desacrilize the Church, de-regionalize Christianity and 
affirm Christianity as a secular movement. What is required at the present 
time is not a rediscovery of the 'religious! character of the YMCA, but a 
reaffirmation of the truly secular character of the YMCA, as a movement of 
the people of God, in the world and for the world." 


Mr. Itty added that youth would "definitely bring their revolutionary 
contributions" to the unity, mission and service of the world-wide Church. 
"One of the most fascinating features of the present period is the desire 


and the deep concern of youth to serve the world in need. Such creative 
trends need to be fostered and channelled by Christian organizations such 
as the YMCA," EPS, Geneva 


Controversy Arises Over Successor to Karl Barth 


(Basel) -~ Dr. Karl Barth, the noted Swiss theologian, has agreed to con- 
tinue lecturing on a limited basis at the University of Basel because the 
institution has not yet appointed his successor to the chair of systematic 
theology. 


The university's Theological Faculty previously proposed that Dr. 
Helmut Gollwitzer of the Free University of West Berlin, and a former 
student of Barth, be appointed to the post. However, the Educational 
Council of the Basel-City Canton and the university trustees have not yet 
issued a formal call to the German theologian, since his nomination has 
aroused violent controversy in the Swiss press and in the Synod of Basel- 
CEtys 


Dr. Gollwitzer has been represented as a "pro-Communist theologian" 
whose views could destroy confidence in the basic rights of the Swiss 


the weekly, Weltwoche. 


While the latter granted that Dr. Gollwitzer had taken a courageous 
stand during the Nazi era, it maintained that "the fruitless discussions 
about nuclear armaments" had turned his love of peace "into an aggressive 
pacifism and anti-militarism" which are favourable to Eastern propaganda. 


However, the Kirchenblatt fiir die reformierte Schweiz, ».fficial publi- 
cation of the Swiss Reformed Church, protested against "the unscrupulous 
manner in which people with no understanding of the question try to influ- 
ence the choice of a university professor by shouting political slogans", 
and against "mean insinuations about a teacher whose work has hitherto 
been outstanding". 


The newspaper noted that Dr. Gollwitzer has discovered "a new under- 
standing of the Gospel as the power of God", and that his teaching capa- 
bilities make "him.the right man to introduce theological students to their 
task of preaching the Christian Gospel". 


Only two members of the Church Council of the Basel-City Synod are 
opposed to Dr. Gollwitzer's appointment, and theological students at the 
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university have drawn up a statement affirming that even his political 


opponents usually admit that he has "assumed his Christian responsibility 
in an exemplary manner", 


The students insisted that authorities should have confidence in the 
critical judgment of the students in their relationships with "such an 
eminent and dynamic teacher", who has remained a sound theologian and has 
sought to relate Christian faith to the problems of life. HPS, Geneva 


Indonesian Cleric Cites Church Gains in Asia 


(New York) - The spirit of Christianity is "more alive in the younger 
countries of Asia where Christianity is a minority religion" than it is 
in Europe, a former teacher at the Djakarta Theological Seminary said here. 


The Rev. Iegan Pouw, who has worked for the last year for the United 
Presbyterian Commission of Ecumenical Mission and Relations, made the 
remark in an interview following his guest sermon at the First Presbyterian 
eaurch,in Brooklyn, 


Dr. Pouw contended that present-day Europe "is in a post-Christian 
ere, while Asia and Africa aré in a "pre-Christian situation". 


Christianity is strongest - "not in numbers but in quality" - in 
Japan, he said, adding that the churches of Indonesia, the Philippines and 
India are the next strongest in Asia. 


"In Indonesia today, barely three percent of the population are 
Christians, but the situation offers a great opportunity", he said. "Ail 
these young countries are going through a revolution, searching for a new 
Spiritual basis on which to achieve unity." 


While he noted that the church in China had "undergone a test by fire" 
since the Communists have ruled the mainland, Dr. Pouw remarked: "As far 
as we know, there is still a hard core of true believers inside China, 
although all nominal followers have fallen off. We don't know how long 
Give hard core will hold out," EPS, Geneva 


Israeli Government Pledges Protection for Church 


(Jerusalem) - The United States Consul General here has received assurances 
that two American missionaries of the Church of Christ would be given the 
necessary police protection to permit them to carry on religious activities 
at their tiny brick church in the former Greek colony of the city. 


§.B. Yeshaya, the Jerusalem District Commissioner, made the pledge to 
US Consul General Eric Wendelin after receiving complaints that groups of 
Jews had been hurling stones and otherwise disrupting services of the 34- 
member congregation since April 5. 


The two American missionaries, Ernest 0. Stewart and Ralph T. Henley, 
cancelled further services on July 5, after bits of flying glass scattered 
throughout the congregation during a mid-week service. 


A New York Times report linked the incident to anti-Christian feelings 
which repertedly have been on the rise during the Bichmann trial. 
; EPS, Geneva 
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Protestants Hopeful Under New Dominican Régime 


(New York) - The assasination of Generalissimo Rafael Trujillo has meant 
little change as yet for the small but active Evangelical Church of the 
Dominican Republic, according to a report issued here after the visit of 
a Methodist mission leader to the country. 


The report was made by Dr. Evelyn Berry, New York, executive secretary 
for educational work of the Women's Division of Christian Service, of the 
Methodist Board of Missions. She recently spent four days in the Republic 
visiting churches and conferring with church leaders. 


Some leaders of the church are cautiously hopeful, she reported, that 
under the régime of President Joaquin Balaguer the Evangelical Church 
will be freer to speak and act in new areas, especially those of social 
concern, 


Dr, Berry reported that while most leaders of the minority church 
are waiting to see what the future will bring, their waiting is "grounded 
Pieiope! . She said they were particularly encouraged by the movements 
toward freer trade and the apparent efforts of the government to re- 
establish relations with other Western Hemisphere nations. She said 
they were hopeful that the church will be freer to act and speak out on 
Social concerns, especially if President Balaguer is able to hold to his 
announced policy of permitting public opposition to the government, a 
right not permitted under the Trujillo dictatorship. 


She reported that the church is engaged in a major church extension 
programme, including plans for three new churches, and that several young 
men are in training for the ministry. The church has a membership of 
59,000 and a constituency of 7,000. US churches which work with it and 
help provide financial support, in addition to the Methodist, are the 
United Presbyterian Church in the USA, the Evangelical United Brethren 
Church and the Moravian Church in America. EPS, Geneva 


First Pan-Orthodox Meeting in Thirty Years 


(Geneva) ~ Plans for a meeting of Orthodox leaders, the first of its kind 
in over thirty years, have been announced by His Eminence Maximos, Metro- 
politan of Sardes, head of the Pan-Orthodox (ecumenical) Department of the 
Eoumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople. The meeting will be held 
September 24 - October 1, on the Island of Rhodes, Greece, 


Speaking on behalf of the Ecumenical Patriarch, the "first among 
equals" of leaders of Eastern Orthodoxy, the Metropolitan discussed the 
plans at a press conference held under auspices of the World Council “ef 
Churches. He was on an official five~day visit to headquarters of the 
world body en route home from the enthronement of the new Archbishop of | 
Canterbury. 


Metropolitan Maximos said that relations with other churches will be 
one of the questions cn the agenda for the meeting. He said Orthodox 
churches have had increasingly good relations with the World Council and 
many of its member churches, particularly the Old Catholic and Anglican, 
and that he hoped that all the autocephalous Orthodox churches now outside 
the WCC would soon be members. 
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Asked about Orthodox relations with the Roman Catholic Church, he said 
Orthodox leaders will follow proceedings of the Second Vatican Ecumenical 
Council with interest as dealing with internal matters, "as we would of any 
Sister church", 


He outlined a wide range of agenda items of the Rhcdes meeting in- 
cluding: faith and doctrine, work towards a common Orthodox confession of 
faith, a possible new translation of the Bible and the preparation of study 
Material for popular use, the participation of the laity in the liturgical 
life of the church and the development of monastic life of the church. 


He said particular attention will be given to the task of the Orthodox 
witness in cultural and social questions. Also under discussion will be 
ethical questions such as euthanasia, cremation, birth control and family 
planning, marriage and family life, and the question of divorce. Delegates 
will also discuss Orthodox work in "mission lands" and the possibility of 
the publication of a world-wide Orthodox periodical. . 


A total of 130 persons is expected to attend. Delegates in addition 
to those from the Ecumenical Patriarchate are expected to be present from 
the following Patriarchates: Alexandria, Jerusalem, Antioch, Moscow, Yugo- 
slavia, Rumania, Bulgaria; autocephalous churches in Greece, Cyprus and 
Poland; and autonomous churches in Czechoslovakia, Latvia and Finland. 


Observers will also’ be invited from other Hastern churches inc,uding 
the Coptic, Ethiopian, the Jacobite and Armenian and also from the Anglican — 
and Old Catholic Churches, and the Roman Catholic Church and the World 
Council of Churches. 


The Rhodes meeting will be the first in a series of three and its 
Major task will be the preparation of study material for the churches end 
of an agenda for the second meeting. Delegates will not discuss the sub- 
stance of agenda issues. This will be done by the second meeting - the 
Pro-Synod (or preparatory Synod). The third in the series will be the 
Synod which will be attended by the heads of the churches as well as by 
other Orthodox leaders and will make decisions on the issues. The 
Metropolitan said it is impossible at this stage to say when these other 
two meetings will be held. 


A meeting similar to the Rhodes meeting was last held in 1930 at the 
famous monastic centre at Mt. Athos, Greece, as the first in a proposed 
three-meeting serics. However, world events made completion of the 
process impossible. EPS, Geneva 


US Catholic Bishop Cites Need for Unity of Love 

(Maynooth, Ireland) - Catholics and Protestants must demonstrate a unity 
of love even though there is no unity of faith, a leading US Catholic 
bishop told a seminar on Christian Unity sponsored by the Maynooth Union 
Summer School at St. Patrick!s College here. 


Bishop John J. Wright of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, a member of the 
Theological Commission of the forthcoming Second Vatican ‘Heumenical : 
Council, said this unity could express itself in common efforts on the 
social, cultural, economic and political planes. 
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However, Bishop Wright told an audience of priests from the United 
States, Australia, England and Ireland that sociological and historical 
obstacles - as well as religious ones - make it unlikely that Protestant 
groups can be brought into corporate unity with Rome. 


But he noted that there were Protestant areas of "sympathy, admiration 
and imitation" in regard to the Catholic Church. He said such sentiments 
seemed to centre chiefly on the liturgy, the unity of Catholics in the 
profession of faith, and the clear and special loyalty that Catholics mani- 
fest in matters of marriage, education and church attendance. 


Msgr. J. Hoefer, Counsellor to the West German Embassy to the Vatican, 
told the seminar that Nazi persecution during World War II and a desire to 
make reparations for the wrongs inflicted in the name of Germany had 
brought Protestants and Catholics closer together in his country. 


Msgr. Hoefer, who also is a member of the Vatican Secretariat for 
Promoting Christian Unity, said this has resulted in more earnest discuss- 
ions and better understanding between tne two groups as well as closer ce- 
operation in social and political areas, EPS, Geneva 


Thousands Arrive in West Berlin for Kirchentag Opening 


(Berlin) - Thousands of West German Protestants had already arrived here 
on the eve of the opening of the 10th biennial Kirchentag ~- or Evangelical 
Church Day Congress = giving church leaders a cause for optimism on the 
success of this year's five-day assembly. 


While East German authorities had earlier refused to permit special 
trains to travel through the East Zone, participants reportedly experienced 
no difficulties as they arrived in West Berlin on special planes and inter- 
zonal buses, (SecuHPS Nome, ) Among those who had arrived in time for 
the opening on Wednesday evening were some 700 visitors from abroad. 


It also appeared certain that East German authorities would not inter- 
fere with worship services being held in East Berlin churches, although 
they earlier had refused to permit any other Kirchentag events to be held 
in the sector. But they said that church services could be held in East 
Berlin as always. 


Dr. Kurt Scharf, president of the Synod of the Evangelical Church in 
Germany (EKD), was expected to deliver a sermon in East Berlin's Marien- 
kirche on the opening night of the assembly, using the same text as that 
chosen for a similar service in West Berlin. 


That text, Joshua 3: 9-17, ends with the words: "And while all Israel 
were passing over on dry ground, the priests who bore the Ark of the Cove- 
nant of the Lord stood on dry ground in the midst of the Jordan, until all 
the nation finished passing over the Jordan". 


While Bast German authorities have discouraged their citizens from 
travelling to West Berlin during the assembly, Kirchentag officials ex- 
pressed the "desire that many Christians from the German Democratic Repub- 
lic (Bast Germany) will be with us". 


'We do not believe that they will be hindered in their journey", the 
Associated Press quoted them as saying. It also reported that the Kirchen- 
tag leaders had urged participants from West Germany to worship at least 
once in an East Berlin church during their stay. 
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However, six of the eight provincial Kirchentag committees in East 
Germany advised Protestants in the zone not to attend meetings in West 
Berlin so as to avoid difficulties created by the position of the East 
German Government. Several bishops and other church dignitaries indi- 
cated that they would not travel to West Berlin. 


Their decision was announced as East German police prevented Bishop 
Friedrich W. Krummacher of Greifswald from travelling to West Berlin where 
he was to have participated in a church conference and later taken part in 
Kirchentag events. 


When Bishop Krummacher refused to comply with a police request to 
appear before the Rostock Council for "a talk and a briefing on the inter- 
diction of the church assembly in Berlin", they confiscated his identity 
card, thereby making it impossible to continue on his journey or to drive 
anywhere in hast Germany. 


At the same time, police said that any East German citizens who 
attempted to attend the Kirchentag would also have their papers confiscated 
on instructions from the East German Government. 


While Bishop Krummacher's identity card was later returned, Bishop 
Moritz Mitzenheim of Thuringia sent a telegram of protest to Hast German 
Prime Minister Otto Grotewohl on behalf of the Evangelical Church in East 
Germany. The telegram complained that the police had hindered a bishop 
Promecarcvyinge Out his offieial functions. 


Many church leaders have also protested against charges made by Major 
General Fritz Eikemeier, Hast Berlin police chief, that Kirchentag events 
in East Berlin would "endanger peace and order" and "provoke the cold war". 


Dean Heinrich Grueber of West Berlin, for many years the EKD's repres- 
entative in East Germany, denied the statement that the Kirchentag would be 
misused for political purposes, and declared that such accusations are "an 
insult, if not a defamation". 


In a letter to General Hikemeier, Dean Grueber said that the Kirchen- 
tag had been envisaged as an opportunity to bridge the gulf between East 
and West Germany. 


Moreover, Dr. Scharf appealed to newsmen at a briefing on the eve of 
the assembly to make certain that they did not distort news emanating from 
the sessions as political. EPS, Geneva 


Danish Methodists Ask Greater Equality 


(Copenhagen) - The Methodist Church in Denmark has issued a statement 
asking greater equality in relation to the Lutheran National Church, and 
demanding that "Church and State, as a matter of principle, be separated". 


The statement, released by the annual convention, declared that Metho- 
dist applicants should have the same opportunity to hold positions in 
public schools and teachers! training colleges as Lutheran applicants. 
According to law, the heads of teachers! training colleges and instructors 
of religion in the schools must be members of the Lutheran National Church. 
The statement also asked that the "one-sidedness" of religious radio and 
television programmes be changed to include more broadcasts of other 
churches. The Danish Methodist Church has about 5,000 members. 

EPS, Geneva 
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Papal Delegation Visits Ecumenical Patriarch 


(Istanbul) ~ A three-man papal delegation has visited Ecumenical Patriarch 
Athenagoras, leader of Hastern Orthodoxy, at his residence in Istanbul, 
where they conferred with him on subjects related to Roman Catholic-Ortho- 
dox relations and the forthcoming Second Vatican Council. It was the 
first time since before World War II that a personal delegation sent by 
the Pope had visited the Patriarchate. : Es 


The visitors were Archbishop Giacomo Testa, president of the Pontifi- 
cal Ecclesiastical Academy and former Apostolic Delegate to Turkey; Father 
Alphonse Russ, dean of the Pontifical Institute for Oriental Churches, and 
Archbishop Francisco Lardone, Papal Internuncio to Turkey. 


_. The official Patriarchate newspaper in an account of the visit noted 
that the Roman Catholic visitors had been personally instructed by the 
Pope to inform the Patriarch of plans for the Second Ecumenical Vatican 
Couneil. 


Later four Orthodox prelates returned. the visit on behalf of Patriarch 
Athenagoras by.calling at the Papal Internuncio!s office in Istanbul. ‘The 
delegation consisted of Metropolitans Chrysostom of Neocesarea, Meliton of 
Imbros, Chrysostom of Myron and Archimandrite Symeon, a secretary of the 

Holy Synod. EPS, Geneva 


secretary Named for Pacific Area Work 


(Samoa) - The Rev. Vavae Toma, general secretary of the Samoan Church, -has 
been named the first Pacific area secretary for the Continuation Committee 
established by the conference of Churches and Missions in vhe Pacific held 
in Samoa in April. (See EPS No. 17) 


Mr. Toma will serve as a member:-of the staff of the International 
Missionary Councils He is expected to begin work immediately. His work, 
in the words of the conference resolution which asked the appointment, will 
be "to be-a living link between the churches in the area and to ‘assist the 

(Continuation) Committee in carrying further the work of the conference", 


ate Mr. Toma received his theological. training in colleges at Malua; 9+ 
Samoa. and Auckland, New Zealand, He served in the pastoral ministry for 
ten years and Tato as a tutor on the staff of the Malua Theological: 
College. 


The conference, the first of its kind ever held in the area, brought 
together 74 EES and mission representatives from more than 15 Pacific 
areas. EPS, Geneva 


British Baptists Denounce Portuguese Statement 

(London) - The British Baptist Missionary Society has issued a sharp re+ 
buttal to two communiqués released earlier this month by the Portuguese 
government denying charges that it has used BEES: methods to repress 
rebel elements in Angola, 


. The Society declared that either one of two explanations is. soaneie 

for. the statement, "Hither the Government:.of Portugal does not know 

what is happening in Angola", it said, "or knowing thinks it best to deny 

it emphatically. But facts are facts, and nothing is changed by emphatic 
denial." 
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It said that its missionaries have "long been witnesses of barbarous 
repression" and that some of them have already submitted statements to the 
commission of the United Nations set up to investigate the charges. Further 
-itisaid, criticism of Portugal has come not only from missionaries but also 
from “other independent observers", Tt added that its missionaries wished 
earlier to register protests, but kept silent in order to be allowed to 
remain in Angola and continue their work. Tt said their silence was under- 
stood by the Angolans who know that "their presence helped to pretect them : 
and to restrain Portuguese officials". Adil 


- The Portuguese Government had declared that reports of atrocities were 
"completely unfounded" and contended that they had been spread by "certain 
persons connected with Protestant activities (who ) are more directly em- 
ployed in campaigning against the Portuguese authorities than in achieving 
evangelistic aims". 


Meanwhile, the British Methodist Conference, meeting last week in 
Bradford, was told by the Rev. Edward Rogers, the retiring president, that 
of 165 Methodist ministers in Angola at the beginning of March, only 28 are 
now known to be gafe, Of the rest, 17 are dead, 30 are in prison and the 
fate of the remainder is unknown. Th Conference unanimously passed an 
"emérgency motion" protesting the "inhumanity of the Portuguese policy" and 
“calling upon the British Government to use its influence to obtain a guaran- 


tee of essential human rights for the Angolan people. 


It was reported last week in New York that the Portuguese government 
has invited the chairman of the United Nations inquiry committee for Angola 
to go to Lisbon for talks. However, a New York Times report said that. 
there is no reason to believe that Portugal is prepared to allow committee 
representatives to go to Angola for an on-the-spot investigation. 

eh EPS, Geneva 


ia, Byealest 


The Rev. Joseph Frederic Richard, A.A., a member of the faculty of 
Assumption Preparatory School in Worcester, Massachusetts, has been 
assigned as chaplain to the US Roman Catholic colony in Moscow. He will 
succeed the Hev, Louis F. Dion, A,A., who has served as spiritual adviser 
to the American settlement since January, 1959. Father: Richard will be- 
come the sixth American clergyman allowed a permanent ‘station inside the 
soviet Union in the history of the USSR. 


* * * 


Almost all of the 2,000 Jews who lived in Cuba have fled from the 
country and their only congregation has been disbanded. This report was 
made to delegates attending the 12th International Conference of the World 
Union for Progressive Judaism in London, by Rabbi Hugo Gryn, its executive 
director, Rabbi Gryn said his co-religionists left the country, not. 
because of direct persecution, but as a result of pressures similar to 
those aimed at prominent Catholics on the island, : 


* cor kas 


More than $26,00@ has been raised by Protestant farmers in the Nether- 
lands to aid Greek refugees in the village of Vigla,. The fund-raising 
campaign was organized by the Christian Farmers and Market Gardeners Assoc- 
dation, and will provide each of 85 families in Vigla with a cow. The 
first shipment of 46 heifers and two bulls has already been sent to the- 


village, EPS, Geneva 


